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l Carrying out research on poverty-related 
issues for the purpose of improving public 
and private sector policies and their 
implementation 

l Conducting effective outreach to national 
and regional governments, civil society, 
academics, the international community, 
and the private sector 

l Supporting inclusive public and private 
sector policy discourses on poverty and 
inequality reduction strategies 

l Strengthening the role of civil society in 
the formulation and implementation of 
public and private sector policies

A creation of an Indonesian 
society free of absolute 
poverty and high inequality 
through research aimed 
at evidence-based poverty 
and inequality reduction 
strategies, policies, and 
actions

ABOUT SMERU

VISION MISSION

The SMERU Research Institute is an independent institution for public 
policy studies and has been a leader in poverty and inequality research 

in Indonesia. Our work focuses on areas of socioeconomic research that 
are of fundamental importance to contemporary development issues in 
Indonesia. We specialize in poverty analysis, policy research, and monitoring 
and evaluation. These three interconnected elements of knowledge 
production are directed to support evidence-based policy formulation that 
works for Indonesia’s poorest and most vulnerable people.
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The Government of Indonesia has launched Indonesia’s Vision 2045, 
which has four pillars: Human Development and Mastery of Science and 
Technology, Sustainable Economic Development, Equitable Development, 

and Strengthening National Resilience and Governance. As a research institute, we 
see the opportunity for SMERU to contribute to the support of the four pillars. This 
stems from the awareness that in carrying out their duties, public policymakers in 
the future will increasingly depend on empirical evidence derived from research 
results. For this reason, it is necessary to improve the quality of research in the fields 
of education and economy, and expand the dissemination of the results to reach 
policymakers both at the national and regional levels. SMERU consistently works in 
evidence-based pro-poor critical thinking academic discourse and policymaking.

The year 2019 was a year of change for SMERU. In August 2019, Widjajanti Isdijoso was 
elected to continue SMERU’s leadership, replacing Dr. Asep Suryahadi. At the same 
time, I was honored to be appointed as Chairperson of The SMERU Foundation’s 
Trustees, replacing Dr. Syaikhu Usman. The smooth transition of SMERU’s leadership 
is a good sign for the sustainability of this research institute. With the new leadership, 
hopefully SMERU can continue to increase the trust of and expand its reach to all its 
stakeholders.

This year SMERU mourned the passing of a highly respected figure, Dr. Joan Hardjono, 
who had been active for almost twenty years as a member of SMERU’s Trustees. The 
role of the late Joan, who always emphasized the importance of research quality and 
integrity, has contributed greatly to SMERU’s achievements throughout the years. 
Her contribution is very significant in directing SMERU to become a producer of 
quality knowledge that it is today. Goodbye, Joan, and thank you.

The overall positive track record of SMERU is everyone’s success. In particular, we thank 
Dr. Asep Suryahadi for his loyalty, competence, and dedication during the ten years 
of his leadership in SMERU. We express our deepest gratitude to the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), the Ford Foundation, the International Labor 
Organization (ILO), and the World Bank for all the support that enables SMERU to 
continue research. We would also like to thank the Australian Government, the British 
Government, and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation for funding the Research on 
Improving Systems of Education (RISE) programme in Indonesia. We convey our 
respect to the central and regional—including village—governments for having 
helped to create a conducive environment for our research and the use of its results. 
SMERU believes that the process of formulating evidence-based policies is the right 
way to improve the welfare of the Indonesian community.

Sudarno Sumarto
CHAIRPERSON

THE SMERU 
FOUNDATION

Dr. Sudarno Sumarto (Chairperson) 
The SMERU Research Institute & 
TNP2K, Jakarta

Dr. Syarif Hidayat  (Vice Chairperson)  
Indonesian Institute of Sciences 
(LIPI), Jakarta

Dr. Syaikhu Usman (Member) 
The SMERU Research Institute, 
Jakarta

Gregory Churchill, J.D (Member)  
Legal consultant & lecturer (retired)

Dr. Chris Manning (Member) 
The Australian National University, 
Canberra, Australia

Dr. Ruth Stella Petrunella Thei  
(Member)  
Faculty of Agriculture, University of 
Mataram, NTB

TRUSTEES

THE BOARD’S WELCOME MESSAGE

Dr. Asep Suryahadi    
(Chair of Supervisors)  
The SMERU Research Institute, 
Jakarta

Dr. Ilyas Saad
Swadaya College of Economics  
(STIE Swadaya), Jakarta

Bambang Sulaksono, M.M.  
The SMERU Research Institute 
(retired), Jakarta

SUPERVISORS
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ADVISORS
Prof. Boediono  
Universitas Gadjah Mada, Yogyakarta

Dr. Chris Manning  
The Australian National University, 
Canberra, Australia

Prof. James J. Fox  
The Australian National University, 
Canberra, Australia

Dr. Joan Hardjono  
Independent researcher, Bandung

Emeritus Prof. Gavin Jones 
The Australian National University, 
Canberra, Australia

Prof. Gustav F. Papanek  
Boston Institute for Developing 
Economies, Boston, USA

Prof. Lant H. Pritchett 
Blavatnik School of Government, 
University of Oxford,  UK

Prof. Mohamad Ikhsan  
Universitas Indonesia, Jakarta

Dr. Solita Sarwono  
Freelance consultant, Wassenaar, 
the Netherlands

Widjajanti Isdijoso, M.Ec.St.  (Manager) 
The SMERU Research Institute, Jakarta

Athia Yumna, M.Sc. (Deputy Manager)  
The SMERU Research Institute, Jakarta

Nuning Akhmadi, M.Sc. (Secretary) 
The SMERU Research Institute, Jakarta

Hesti Marsono, M.Sc. (Treasurer) 
The SMERU Research Institute, Jakarta

MANAGERS In August 2019, I was entrusted to receive the leadership baton from Dr. Asep Suryahadi to be 
the director of The SMERU Research Institute. This is by no means an easy task considering the 
various accomplishments made by SMERU during his term. Still, my optimism remains as Dr. 

Suryahadi is still with SMERU as one of its senior research fellows, and the entire SMERU staff is 
still fully committed to undertaking the institute’s vision and missions.

Throughout 2019, SMERU continued to demonstrate its commitment to contribute to 
policymaking and improvement of stakeholders’ understanding of the importance of a more 
inclusive as well as research-based policymaking. In response to the trust given to SMERU by 
various ministries/government institutions and development partners, SMERU has delivered 
several policy recommendations on issues such as rural development, more inclusive economic 
development, livelihood development for Family of Hope (PKH) beneficiaries, stunting reduction 
and prevention, and increase of access to quality education. 

With the support of the Ford Foundation and Knowledge Sector Initiative (KSI)-DFAT, SMERU 
has assisted the Ministry of National Development Planning/National Development Planning 
Agency (Bappenas) in creating the Inclusive Economic Development Index, which provides 
data down to the kabupaten (district)/kota (city) level. The index can be used as a basis for 
policymaking and a tool for monitoring the quality of economic growth. 

In the education sector, through the RISE Programme in Indonesia (supported by the RISE 
Programme), SMERU has delivered policy recommendations on teacher recruitment, training, 
and capacity building. By collaborating with the private sector and civil society organizations, 
SMERU has conducted studies to support policies that aim to eliminate child labor in the 
agricultural sector. With the support of the MAMPU-DFAT Program, SMERU also conducted 
studies on women’s access to public services. In addition, to keep encouraging the formulation 
of pro-poor policies, SMERU has organized training sessions on poverty reduction policy analysis 
for ministry staff as well as academics.

At the end of July, SMERU held the Regional Development Forum (FPD) in cooperation with 
the West Java Provincial Government, and a national seminar in cooperation with the SDGs 
Center of Universitas Padjadjaran. Earning the trust to be West Java Provincial Government’s 
partner in reducing poverty has been an honor for us. At the end of the year, all the hard work of 
SMERU staff and management gained recognition from the government in which SMERU was 
awarded for its contribution in the success of the PKH program implementation.

This year marks the end of the period for the implementation of SMERU’s 2015–2019 Strategic 
Plan. Successes and failures during these five years have become an invaluable experience 
for SMERU in preparing its 2020–2024 Strategic Plan. The plan is directed toward continued 
strengthening of our contribution to the achievement of an equitable development in support 
of the poor and other marginalized citizens. 

Finally, I would like to thank the entire staff as well as all of SMERU’s partners for their support, 
which has made these achievements possible. I would also like to thank them for their faith in 
me. With the blessing of the God Almighty and the full support of SMERU’s staff, I will do my 
best to perform my role as SMERU’s director. Together we will make SMERU’s vision to reduce 
poverty and inequality in Indonesia a reality.

Widjajanti Isdijoso
DIRECTOR

THE MANAGEMENT’S WELCOME MESSAGE
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The Indonesian education system is facing 
the challenge of addressing a learning crisis. 
This is due to a number of factors, such as 

(i) disparities in teacher recruitment, placement, 
and competency; and (ii) and the gap in students’ 
understanding of basic learning. These situations 
encourage SMERU to continuously pay great 
attention to education issues.

SMERU’s studies on education under the umbrella 
of the RISE Program in Indonesia are divided into 
two domains, namely studies on teacher reform at 
the national level and studies on education policies 
implemented by regional governments. The RISE 
Programme in Indonesia is managed by SMERU 
in collaboration with the Amsterdam Institute 
for Global Health and Development (AIGHD) and 
Mathematica, with funding support from DFID 
UK, DFAT Australia, and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

SMERU has recorded a number of important 
research findings of the RISE Programme in 
Indonesia throughout 2019. First, research on the 
Preservice Teacher Professional Education (PPG 
Prajabatan) program found that teachers’ mastery 
of the teaching materials on literacy and numeracy 
obtained from the PPG Prajabatan-Elementary 
School Teacher Education (PGSD) program is still 
low. Another finding is that the PPG program 
carried out within the college years of students 
in the education study program is more effective 
because they can integrate the knowledge they 
learn from college with the PPG materials. In 
addition, PPG can be held within less than one year 
to make it more efficient. Second, the results of the 
rapid assessment of junior high school (SMP) new 
student admissions (PPDB) show that the transition 
from score-based PPDB to zoning-based PPDB 

has allowed a larger number of low-performing 
students to get enrolled in public schools. Prior 
to the zoning policy, low-performing students 
usually attended private schools which have fewer 
resources than most public schools.

Besides conducting studies through the RISE 
Programme in Indonesia, SMERU also conducted 
a number studies in other areas of education, 
namely an evaluation of the Global School Leaders 
program supported by the Tanoto Foundation, as 
well as a study on the Implementation of Schools 
for Children in Coastal Areas in Jakarta and a study 
on the implementation of the open junior high 
schools (SMPT) in Jakarta with the support of the 
DKI Jakarta Education Agency. The evaluation 
results of the Global School Leaders program 
show that school principals are not aware of the 
low quality of teaching of teachers in schools. 
This is presumably due to the principal’s lack of 
understanding of the concept of effective teaching. 
As a consequence, school principals do not improve 
teachers’ teaching techniques which results in 
teachers not teaching effectively and students’ 
performance not improving. The study on the 
implementation of schools for children in coastal 
areas and the study on the Implementation of the 
SMPT show that affirmative actions are still needed 
to increase access for children of poor families to 
quality education.

SMERU is committed to conducting studies on 
education in the coming years by opening wider 
opportunities for collaboration with donors, 
regional governments, and the private sector. 
This is necessary to improve the education system 
in Indonesia through quality evidence-based 
research.

ADDRESSING A LEARNING CRISIS 
IN INDONESIA

Photo credit: Novita Eka Syaputri/SMERU

Research on the Preservice Teacher Professional Education (PPG Prajabatan) program found that teachers’ mastery 
of the teaching materials on literacy and numeracy obtained from the PPG Prajabatan-Elementary School Teacher 
Education (PGSD) program is still low. 

[Location: Way Kanan, Lampung]

MAIN ACTIVITIES

RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS
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Children working in tobacco growing plantations are 20 times more likely to be exposed to pesticides than those 
who do not.

[Location: Jember, Jawa Timur]

A report by Statistics Indonesia suggests that, 
in 2009, about 1.7 million children aged 5–17 
years were child laborers and 58% of them 

worked in the agricultural sector. During 2019, 
SMERU conducted at least three research projects 
related to the issue of child labor in tobacco farming. 
SMERU conducted these projects in collaboration 
with the ECLT Foundation, International Labor 
Organization (ILO), and Philip Morris International 
(PMI).

The first project titled “Baseline Study on Child 
Labour in Tobacco-Growing Areas in Indonesia” 
was supported by ECLT. This study is aimed at 
seeing the situation of the child laborers prior to 
the implementation of the Strategic Partnership 
Program for Overcoming Child Labor in Agriculture 
in Indonesia (KESEMPATAN). The KESEMPATAN 
program was developed as a follow-up of the 
“Diagnostic Study of Child Labour in Rural Areas 
(with Special Emphasis on Tobacco Farming)” 
conducted in 2016. In addition to measuring the 
prevalence of child labor in tobacco growing, 
the 2019 baseline study learned the design and 
plans of the program. Then, based on the study 
results, recommendations were made for the 
improvement of the program’s design. This study 
was designed to be part of a longitudinal study in 
the 2019–2021 period which is hoped to generate 
lessons about the efforts of eliminating child labor 
in tobacco growing.

The second project was supported by ILO. It is 
aimed at measuring risks and dangers faced by 
children working in tobacco growing in Indonesia. 
Although the preliminary findings of this study 
show that the child laborers face 0.6 time lower 
of a risk than that faced by the adult farmers/farm 
laborers, still they are vulnerable to dangerous 
conditions of exposure to pesticides and tobacco 
leaves’ nicotine as well as dust and heat . This study 
shows that the community is still permissive of 

children working on tobacco growing, even though 
the government, health workers, and tobacco 
growing companies have issued a ban on child 
labor on tobacco growing. The community is still 
not aware of the dangers faced by child laborers. 
Therefore, in this study, measurements of heat and 
dust exposure, as well as pesticide and nicotine 
content in children working on tobacco growing 
were carried out. 

Besides seeing child labor’s involvement, the third 
project specifically looks at the use of use personal 
protective equipment (PPE) in tobacco growing. 
This study on external monitoring and verification 
of the impacts of PMI’s Agricultural Labor Practices 
(ALP) program in Indonesia found that only some 
of the tobacco farmers have been aware of the 
danger involved in pesticide utilization and have 
used PPE. Despite the fact that quite many farmers 
realize the importance of using PPE, some choose 
not to use it because they feel uncomfortable 
wearing it. Compared with the contracted farmers, 
those who are not in contract relation with 
multinational tobacco companies have a much 
lower level of awareness of the danger of pesticides. 
The number of contracted tobacco farmers are far 
fewer than the non-contracted ones. Therefore, 
more comprehensive efforts to improve the non-
contracted farmers’ awareness of the danger of 
pesticides as well as the importance of using PPE 
are needed.

The findings of these three SMERU studies 
have been presented to the government and 
nongovernment stakeholders on various occasions. 
Recommendations of the first and second studies 
will be the input for the development of programs 
for eliminating child labor in tobacco growing. 
Meanwhile, recommendations of the third study 
are used as feedback for improving the ALP 
program in Indonesia.

ADDRESSING PROBLEMS OF 
CHILD LABOR IN AGRICULTURE
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Among the factors influencing the decrease in stunting are increased parental educational attainment, community 
welfare, and access to clean water and adequate sanitation facilities.

[Location: Tasikmalaya, West Java]

Indonesia is still facing a number of problems 
related to nutritional status and food security. 
Although the Basic Health Survey (Riskesdas) 

results show that the stunting prevalence in 
Indonesia decreased from 37.2% in 2013 to 30.8% 
in 2018, such figure is still far above the prevalence 
threshold for stunting set by the World Health 
Organization (WHO), which is 20.0%. In addition, 
Indonesia still has children under five years old 
suffering from wasting, and there is also a tendency 
for the prevalence of overweight children under 
five to rise.

SMERU has paid serious attention to nutrition and 
food security issues. In the past two years, SMERU 
has conducted three studies on nutrition and food 
security with varying perspectives, scope, and 
forms of partnerships.

First, in cooperation with World Food Programme 
(WFP), SMERU conducted the “Update to the 
Strategic Review of Food and Nutrition Security 
in Indonesia”. This study is an update to a similar 
document prepared by SMERU and WFP in 
2014. This review shows that domestic foodstuff 
production, especially protein-rich foodstuffs, 
fruits, and vegetables, still needs to be increased. 
Indonesians also suffer from triple burden of 
malnutrition—malnutrition, caloric surplus, and 
deficiencies of micronutrients, which are sourced 
from vegetables and fruits, due to excess of 
carbohydrates and sugar. Specifically to reduce 
the stunting prevalence, the government has 
since 2017 made efforts to improve the targeting 
of their stunting reduction programs, but their 
efforts are not yet effective because of the lack of 
coordination between institutions and low level of 
understanding of factors affecting stunting.

Second, SMERU conducted the study “Analysis 
of Public Expenditure for Stunting Prevention at 
the Regional Level: Factors Affecting Variations of 

Stunting Prevalences in Six Kabupaten/Kota in 
Indonesia.” The study conducted in cooperation 
with the World Bank finds that variations in 
regional public expenditure are not sufficient 
to explain the varied stunting prevalences in the 
study locations. Stunting prevention has faced 
challenges in relation to regional governments’ 
capacities in program planning, budgeting, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation, as 
well as coordination between actors and sectors of 
the programs.

Last, in cooperation with the World Bank and 
Tanoto Foundation, SMERU conducted a study 
which tried using a small area estimation (SAE) 
method to generate nutrition maps in five 
kabupaten (districts) in Indonesia. The estimation 
results show that the SAE model is proven to be 
adequate in estimating stunting prevalences 
down to the village level. In this study, the 
researchers also conducted verification using an 
anthropometric census for children under five 
years old in three villages of each kabupaten. The 
results show that among the factors influencing 
the decrease in stunting are increased parental 
educational attainment, community welfare, and 
access to clean water and adequate sanitation 
facilities.

The three studies give an overview of the 
challenges in improving food security and 
nutrition at the national, regional, and community 
levels. Wider dissemination of the study results will 
take place in 2020 and those results are targeted 
to serve as feedback for improving relevant 
policies. SMERU’s experience in cooperating 
with the Tanoto Foundation also demonstrates 
the interest of and need for the domestic private 
sector to use research-based evidence to increase 
the effectiveness of their assistance to regional 
governments and communities.

UNDERSTANDING NUTRITION-
RELATED ISSUES AND EFFORTS 
TO OVERCOME THEM

MAIN ACTIVITIES
Kegiatan Utama Kami
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The issue of social protection remained a 
concern of The SMERU Research Institute 
throughout 2019. There are at least three 

studies in relation to the issue, which were 
delivered on various occasions, both in academic 
forums and policy discussion forums.

The first study “Rapid Assessment under Unideal 
Situation-The Impact of the Indonesian National 
Health Insurance on Poverty: A Microsimulation” 
was presented by Goldy Fariz Dharmawan at The 
Indonesian Health Economics Association (InaHEA) 
Annual Scientific Meeting on 6 November 2019 in 
Bali. The study aims to look into the risks faced by 
the poor if they do not have the National Health 
Insurance (Jaminan Kesehatan Nasional/JKN). 
Simulation results of the study show that JKN can 
lift around 1.18 million people out of poverty. They 
also show that, without JKN, some of the poor will 
have to incur out-of-pocket expenses, which can 
even reach 12.3 million rupiah, when accessing 
health services.

The second study “The Effectiveness of Cash 
Transfer in Reducing Poverty and Inequality: 
Evidence from Two Programs in Indonesia” was 
conducted by Niken Kusumawardahani, Ridho 
Al Izzati, and Asep Suryahadi. The study seeks to 
examine the impact of conditional cash transfers 
on poverty. Results of the study show that social 
protection programs, such as PKH, contribute to 
reducing poverty but do not significantly reduce 
inequality. These results were presented at one 
of the 2019 Forum Kajian Pembangunan (FKP) 
seminar series organized by The SMERU Research 
Institute in Jakarta.

The third study focuses on the livelihoods of 
beneficiary households of the Family of Hope 
Program (PKH). The study is a collaboration 
between The SMERU Research Institute, Menuju 
Masyarakat Indonesia yang Kokoh Sejahtera 
(MAHKOTA), and the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
which was officially launched on 13 February 
2020 in Jakarta. Results of the study show that 
although PKH has provided additional income for 
poor households, the government still needs to 
design a comprehensive and integrated system to 
develop livelihood strategies for poor households 
and reduce their dependence on PKH assistance. 
The report of this study includes intervention 
options that can be utilized by the government. 
In November 2019, The SMERU Research Institute 
received an award from the Ministry of Social 
Affairs as one of the stakeholders who had 
contributed to the success of PKH. The award 
was presented by the Minister for Social Affairs, 
Juliari P. Batubara, himself at the 2019 PKH awards 
ceremony.

These studies show that quality research is a 
prerequisite to understanding the benefits of 
social protection programs and their impact 
especially on the poor and vulnerable. In 
addition, the government still needs to develop 
a comprehensive social protection system 
which is integrated with a sustainable livelihood 
program to economically empower the poor 
and vulnerable and reduce their dependence on 
social assistance.

SUPPORTING THE IMPROVEMENT 
OF SOCIAL PROTECTION SYSTEM 

MAIN ACTIVITIES

Photo credit: SMERU

The government still needs to develop a comprehensive social protection system which is integrated with a 
sustainable livelihood program to economically empower the poor and vulnerable and reduce their dependence 
on social assistance. 

[Location: Cianjur, West Java]
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Indonesia’s economic growth has remained at 
5%–6% for the past ten years. The poverty rate also 
kept decreasing from 14.2% in 2009 to 9.41% in 

2019. Although the economic growth has managed 
to lower the poverty rate, it has not affected the 
inequality rate, which has stagnated at 0.38–0.41.

The stagnant, high rate of inequality indicates 
that not all groups in the community have been 
enjoying the same economic growth. The middle 
and upper classes enjoy faster growth than their 
lower counterpart. The unwanted result from high 
inequality is the risk of a slowdown in economic 
growth, which in turn will weaken a region’s ability 
to reduce poverty.

Such situation is illustrated by a study conducted by 
SMERU in Kabupaten Pangkajene dan Kepulauan 
(Pangkep). It is a diagnostic study conducted with 
the support of Knowledge Sector Initiative (KSI) 
under the memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
between SMERU and Kabupaten Pangkep Institute 
of Research and Development (Balitbangda). This 
study offers a perspective that the high economic 
growth in Kabupaten Pangkep is not necessarily 
followed by a low poverty rate. Areas where 
economic activities still rely on extractive natural 
resources are prone to such condition especially 
because the economic activities are more capital-
intensive rather than labor-intensive.

The involvement of various groups of the 
community is necessary to accelerate poverty 
reduction. In other words, the government needs 
to push for the creation of economic development 
policies that are more inclusive by increasing 
access and opportunities for all sections of society, 
especially the poor and those who have been 
marginalized all along, to be involved and to reap 
the fruits of development. Therefore, the gaps 
between groups and regions can soon be reduced.

In addition, SMERU also continues to provide 
support for the use of the Inclusive Economic 
Development Index which has been developed 
together with the National Development Planning 
Agency (Bappenas) since 2017. In 2019, a series 
of studies and discussions were conducted on 
the use of the Index to increase development 
inclusiveness with seven provincial governments: 
Aceh, East Kalimantan, South Sulawesi, East Nusa 
Tenggara, Bali, Banten, and West Java. In the 
occasions, discussions on the pillars and indicators 
of the Index at the provincial level as well as at the 
kabupaten/kota level in each province were carried 
out. The formulation of the Index down to the 
kabupaten/kota level is a follow-up cooperation 
with Bappenas with the support of the Directorate 
General of Regional Development of the Ministry 
of Home Affairs and Ford Foundation. With the 
Index reaching the kabupaten/kota level, local 
governments, academics, and the community 
have one additional reference tool to identify 
various development indicators that need to be 
improved so that economic development in an 
area becomes more inclusive.

Based on the results of the Inclusive Economic 
Development Index and poverty study, a policy 
discussion was held in the form of a Regional 
Development Forum entitled “Inclusive Economic 
Development for Sustainable Poverty Reduction” 
in West Java. The forum, which was held in July 
2019, was attended by most representatives of 
kabupaten/kota governments in West Java and 
became a forum for knowledge exchange, not 
only between local governments, but also among 
academics and representatives of community 
organizations. At the national level, the results of 
the IPEI study in various regions were also used 
as material for the preparation of the Road Map 
toward Inclusive Economic Growth in Indonesia, 
which is the 2020–2024 National Medium-term 
Development Plan (RPJMN) Background Study 
and was compiled together with Bappenas with 
the support of Knowledge Sector Initiative.

INCLUSIVE PERSPECTIVE FOR 
SUSTAINABLE POVERTY REDUCTION

MAIN ACTIVITIES

Photo credit: Mukti Mulyana/SMERU

The government needs to push for the creation of economic development policies that are more inclusive 
by increasing access and opportunities for all sections of society, especially the poor and those who have been 
marginalized, to be involved and to reap the fruits of development.

[Location: Jakarta]
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NONRESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS
Press Talk: 

Quality Digital 
Economic 

Growth

Forum 
Pembangunan 

Daerah 

Training on 
Poverty Reduction 

Policy Analysis  

The 12th Asia 
Pacific Future 
Trends Forum 

(FTF)  

SMERU hosted a media briefing titled “Quality Digital 
Economic Growth” on 15 August 2019. This event presented 
speakers from the Ministry of National Development Planning/
National Development Planning Agency (Bappenas), Gojek, 
and Lembaga Demografi of the Faculty of Economics and 
Business, Universitas Indonesia, and invited journalists from 
various media outlets. The event was aimed at spreading the 
discourse on quality digital economic growth in the digital 
revolution era.

SMERU collaborated with the West Java Provincial Government 
to organize the 2019 Regional Development Forum themed 
“Inclusive Economic Development for Sustainable Poverty 
Reduction in West Java” on 30 July 2019. This event was 
supported by DFAT-Australia, Knowledge Sector Initiative, 
Ford Foundation, Ministry of Home Affairs, PT Kereta Api 
Indonesia, and PT Telkom Indonesia. 

SMERU collaborated with State Administration Institute of the 
Republic of Indonesia (LAN RI), Knowledge Sector Initiative 
(KSI), and Association of Indonesian Policy Analysts (AIPA) to 
host Training on Poverty Reduction Policy Analysis in Jakarta 
from 3 to 5 December 2019. This event’s participants were 
those from state civil apparatus (ASN) and non-ASN. The 
training session offered basic understanding on the contexts, 
concepts, and basic techniques for evidence-based analysis of 
poverty reduction policies. 

On 21 November 2019, SMERU acted as a partner organizer 
of the 12th Asia Pacific Future Trends Forum (FTF), an annual 
forum which gathers main stakeholders of healthcare sector 
in the Asia Pacific region to discuss various issues of common 
concern in the healthcare system. The theme of the 2019 FTF 
was “Roadmap to Universal Health Care: Acceleration through 
Public-Private Partnership”.
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DATA & INFORMATION

Regional Database
Nongovernment 
Organization Database

Indonesia Poverty & 
Livelihood Map

Indonesia Nutrition Map

Inclusive Economic 
Development Index

POVERTY MAPPOVERTY
www.povertymap.smeru.or.id

www.smeru.or.id/nutmap/

http://inklusif.bappenas.go.id/

www.smeru.or.id/id/ngo/contactwww.smeru.or.id/id/data-
informasi/pangkalan-data-
regional
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THE SMERU FOUNDATION
Statement of Cash Flows as of 31 December 2019 and 2018

FINANCIAL STAEMENTS 2018 & 2019

THE SMERU FOUNDATION
Statements of Financial Position as of 31 December 2019 and 2018
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Dr. Joan Hardjono: in Memoriam
Dr. Joan Hardjono was an intellectual leader who was adept 
at policy research and had set a standard for high-quality 
socioeconomic and policy research. Joan passed on to us 
the passion to continue our research work because only 
by investing in thorough and accurate research can we 
assure the sustainable correlation between research, policy 
recommendation, and implementation strategy to encourage 
inclusive economic growth across Indonesia. Her work has 
inspired many Indonesian academics to conduct empirically 
accurate social research on how to reduce poverty and solve 
social issues while keeping in mind Indonesia’s diversity and 
capacity.

Joan was not only an outstanding researcher, but also a mentor 
who always had time to give substantive feedback to SMERU 
staff’s work and professional growth. Her patience, brilliance, 
and dedication had helped nurture SMERU to become one 
of the leading Indonesian policy research institutes nationally 
and internationally.

Dr. Joan 
Hardjono
1936–2019
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