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n Carrying out research on poverty-related 
issues for the purpose of improving public 
and private sector policies and their 
implementation

n	 Conducting	effective	outreach	to	national	
and regional governments, civil society, 
academics, the international community, 
and the private sector

n Supporting inclusive public and private 
sector policy discourses on poverty and 
inequality reduction strategies

n Strengthening the role of civil society in the 
formulation and implementation of public 
and private sector policies

A creation of an Indonesian 
society free of absolute 
poverty and high inequality 
through research aimed at 
evidence-based poverty and 
inequality reduction strategies, 
policies, and actions

VISION MISSION

The SMERU Research Institute is an independent institution for public 
policy studies and has been a leader in poverty and inequality research in 

Indonesia. Our work focuses on areas of socioeconomic research that are of 
fundamental importance to contemporary development issues in Indonesia. 
We specialize in poverty analysis, policy research, and monitoring and 
evaluation. These three interconnected elements of knowledge production 
are directed to support evidence-based policy formulation that works for 
Indonesia’s poorest and most vulnerable people

ABOUT SMERU
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THE BOARD’S WELCOME MESSAGE

The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
pandemic has forced the world 
to change and presented us with 

unprecedented challenges. Since the 
Indonesian government announced the first 
case of COVID-19 in the country in March 
2020, the number of daily cases continued 
to increase. The social restrictions policy 
aimed at curbing the spread of the virus has 
impacted the economy since the second 
quarter of 2020. As the policy also negatively 
impacted the household of the poor and the 
vulnerable, the government expanded the 
coverage of the social protection programs 
to protect them from economic shocks. 

With regard to the condition, as a public 
policy research institute, The SMERU 
Research Institute actively conducted 
studies and proposed ideas to mitigate 
the socioeconomic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, including making contributions to 
the formulation of multiple social protection 
policies. We did this to further strengthen 
SMERU’s commitment to encouraging the 
formulation of evidence-based policies both 
at the national and regional levels.

The year 2020 saw our dear friend, Ms. Nuning 
Akhmadi, joining the Board of Trustees 
of The SMERU Foundation. The basis for 
consideration of her appointment was her 
passion and enthusiasm in helping to build 
SMERU’s reputation since its foundation until 
today. Now SMERU has become a leading 
research institute in public policy analysis, 
monitoring, and evaluation. 

On this occasion, we would like to extend 
our gratitude to the central and regional 
governments, as well as to all stakeholders 
and funders for their trust in SMERU during 
the trying year. Our special thanks go to 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade (DFAT), which, through Knowledge 
Sector Initiative (KSI), has provided us with 
funding that has made it possible for SMERU 
to produce and disseminate knowledge 
extensively, making it an accessible public 
good. We would also like to thank the British 
government, the Australian government, 
and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation for 
funding the Research on Improving Systems 
of Education (RISE) Programme in Indonesia. 
We will continue to do our best to live up 
to the trust. Last but not least, our sincere 
gratitude goes to the management and 
the staff of SMERU for the hard work they 
performed in this difficult period.

Sudarno Sumarto
CHAIRPERSON
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In late 2019, we—the SMERU management 
and staff—finalized the SMERU Strategic 
Plan 2020–2024. The strategic plan aims 

to increase SMERU’s relevance and improve 
the institute’s financial sustainability. 
With our focus still on quality research to 
contribute to the formulation of pro-poor 
socioeconomic policies, SMERU intends to 
expand its reach to regional governments 
and nongovernmental stakeholders—
especially the private sector. The strategic 
plan also contains work plans to (i) improve 
the understanding of various parties about 
the importance of research as the foundation 
for formulating policies (research literacy), 
(ii) acquire new sources of funding, and 
(iii) strengthen administrative, information 
technology, and knowledge management 
support.

During the first-year implementation of 
the strategic plan, we faced a tremendous 
challenge in the form of the coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. In 
support of measures to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus, we have (i) implemented 
the work-from-home mechanism, (ii) 
temporarily suspended face-to-face data 
collection activities, (iii) designed and 
implemented new methods for conducting 
online research and data collection, and (iv) 
applied health protocols for face-to-face 
activities that are unavoidable. We have also 
redirected our available resources to initiate 
rapid assessments on the socioeconomic 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
results are published in the form of short 
reports and policy briefs, which we then 

share with the relevant stakeholders. At the 
same time, we keep our commitments with 
various parties. Throughout 2020, we carried 
out 50 research and nonresearch projects, 
17 of which were completed before the 
end of December 2020. We also published 
five journal articles, eight policy briefs, and 
dozens of reports and articles.  

All those achievements were made possible 
by the support from various parties and the 
hard work of all the staff. We would like to 
extend our gratitude to all donor agencies, 
government institutions, nongovernmental 
organizations, and private companies for 
their support and cooperation throughout 
2020. Our special thanks go to Knowledge 
Sector Initiative (KSI) and the Research on 
Improving Systems of Education (RISE) 
program for their long-term support. We 
would like to thank all SMERU staff for their 
dedication and hard work to ensure that 
SMERU continues to strive to realize its 
vision and mission, despite the difficult time 
everyone is facing due to the pandemic. 
We would also like to thank the boards of 
trustees, supervisors, and managers of The 
SMERU Foundation for their unwavering 
support for the institute’s activities. May 
we be granted with the strength and 
perseverance to continue with the hard work 
in the years to come.

Widjajanti Isdijoso
DIRECTOR

THEMANAGEMENT’S WELCOME MESSAGE
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(Secretary)  
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Hesti Marsono, M.Sc. 
(Treasurer) 
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The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
pandemic, which hits almost every part of the 
world, not only leaves the health sector shaken, 

but also has triggered an economic crisis that causes 
a decrease in people’s quality of life. In Indonesia, 
persistent socioeconomic inequality has worsened 
the impact of the pandemic because not everyone 
has the same capability to respond to the crisis. This 
situation drives SMERU to initiate two major studies 
throughout 2020 to provide recommendations for the 
stakeholders, especially policymakers, in responding 
to the socioeconomic impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic in Indonesia.

The first research is a rapid study of the socioeconomic 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic in Indonesia, 
with the support of Knowledge Sector Initiative (KSI) 
and the National Development Planning Agency 
(Bappenas). The study was carried out throughout 
April–September 2020 at the national level with case 
studies in five provinces: the Special Capital Region 
(DKI) of Jakarta, West Java, Bali, South Sulawesi, 
and East Nusa Tenggara. This study comprises 
nine substudies: five studies on the socioeconomic 
impacts and four studies on government policies 
enacted to respond to the pandemic. The five 
socioeconomic impact studies examine the 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on (i) poverty, 
(ii) employment, (iii) education (distance learning 
practices), (iv) maternal and child nutrition and health 
services, and (v) community resilience. Meanwhile, 
the four studies on government policies include the 
monitoring of (i) policy  governance and responses of 
the central and regional governments, (ii) Family of 
Hope Program (PKH) and staple food assistance, (iii) 
Direct Cash Transfer-Village Fund (BLT-DD), and (iv) 
Pre-Employment Card Program.

This study generally shows that socioeconomic 
inequality in Indonesia has led to the fact that not 
everyone has the same capability to manage the 
crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. SMERU 
predicted that the poverty rate would increase to 
12.4%, with 2.3 million people at risk of losing their 

jobs. Some social activities are also disrupted. For 
instance, distance learning is difficult to implement 
because of the limited digital access and literacy. 
Another example is the decrease in public visits to 
maternal and child nutrition and health services. 
The central and regional governments also face 
many challenges in responding to the impacts of 
the pandemic, such as the distribution of social 
assistance which is inaccurately targeted.  

The other research is a household-level study 
conducted by SMERU in collaboration with UNDP, 
UNICEF, and Prospera. Besides providing a nationally 
representative portrait of the socioeconomic 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on livelihood, 
employment, and access to basic social services, this 
study also specifically measures the socioeconomic 
impacts of the pandemic on (i) vulnerable groups 
(children, women, daily workers, and people with 
disabilities) and (ii) households in postdisaster areas 
(West Nusa Tenggara and Central Sulawesi). These 
initial findings indicate the need of the central and 
regional governments to implement affirmative 
policies in various sectors for the poorest regions and 
households affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The two studies provide crucial evidence to influence 
policymaking during the pandemic. Through these 
studies, SMERU has contributed to improving 
the handling of the pandemic by providing some 
policy recommendations for relevant policymakers. 
For example, recommendations on the revisions 
to Law No. 24/2007 on Disaster Management 
were submitted to the National Board for Disaster 
Management (BNPB) and Commission IX of the 
House of Representatives; the updating of the 
Integrated Social Welfare Data (DTKS) to Bappenas 
and the Ministry of Social Affairs; the implementation 
of distance learning to the Ministry of Education 
and Culture; the improvement to maternal and child 
health services to the Ministry of Health; and various 
stimulus and economic recovery programs to the 
Coordinating Ministry of Economic Affairs, Ministry of 
Finance, and Ministry of Labor. n

RESEARCH FOR POLICY 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO MITIGATE 
THE SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS OF 

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

MAIN ACTIVITIES
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Photo credit: Mukti Mulyana/SMERU

People’s compliance to the health protocols is not only 
driven by their awareness of the risk of being infected by 
or transmitting the virus, but also by sociocultural and 
economic factors.

[Location: Jakarta, Indonesia]
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For the last few decades, the Australia-
Indonesia Partnership for Gender Equality 
and Women’s Empowerment (MAMPU) 

has been focusing its attention on interventions 
for poor women and women’s organizations 
(MAMPU partners) working to empower women, 
including poor women. In mid-2020, SMERU 
completed an endline study, which is a part of 
a six-year longitudinal study (2014–2020) funded 
by	MAMPU.	The	endline	study	has	five	themes:	
(i) poor women’s access to social protection 
programs, (ii) poor women homeworkers’ access 
to social protection for workers, (iii) Indonesian 
overseas women migrant workers’ access to 
employment protection, (iv) improvement of 
women’s health status and nutrition, and (v) 
reduction of violence against women.

The	endline	study	finds	that	service	availability	
can be improved through collaborations 
between stakeholders to increase both the 
number and accessibility of the services. For 
example, the central and regional governments 
have improved people’s access to the National 
Health Insurance (JKN) program by increasing 
its participant quota. In addition to increasing 
the quota, improvement in the access was 
also supported by the other stakeholders, 
such as village governments and integrated 
health service post (posyandu) cadres. Village 
governments and cadres from the community, 
such as the posyandu cadres, worked together 
to actively collect data of the poor who had not 
been covered by JKN-Healthy Indonesia Card 
(KIS).

Another	important	finding	of	this	study	is	that	the	
change in poor women’s behavior in accessing 
the services can be achieved using similar 
collaborations. For example, poor women 
who were members of a group facilitated by 
‘Aisyiyah and who attended the reproductive 
health class invited other women, either directly 
or indirectly, to take part in the free reproductive 
health check program.

These endline study results have been 
presented to the stakeholders–both from the 
government and nongovernment parties–in 
various occasions. One of its recommendations 
was used as the basis to establish collaborations 
between stakeholders, particularly at the 
regional level, to improve poor women’s access 
to public services. One of these collaborations 
was established by the government by involving 
nongovernmental organizations. The regional 
governments attempted to improve the 
access by increasing service availability, while 
the nongovernment parties contributed by 
organizing events that encourage poor women 
to access public services. n

STAKEHOLDER COLLABORATIONS 
AND POOR WOMEN’S ACCESS TO 

PUBLIC SERVICES

MAIN ACTIVITIES
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Efforts to increase poor women’s access to public services 
in the five themes of livelihood must consider two aspects, 
namely the availability of services and the poor women’s 
behavioral change.

[Location: Indonesia]
Photo credit: SMERU
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Amid various challenges posed by the 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
pandemic during 2020, SMERU remains 

committed to conducting educational research to 
support evidence-based education policymaking 
in	 Indonesia.	 In	 fulfilling	 its	 commitment,	 SMERU	
works together with relevant stakeholders, 
ranging from the central government, regional 
governments, development partners to the 
frontline education service providers, such as 
teachers and principals. This commitment has 
been demonstrated through RISE Programme in 
Indonesia’s adaptation of its educational research 
and SMERU’s involvement in various educational 
research projects with other institutions.

RISE Programme in Indonesia, a program aimed at 
examining teacher reform at the national level and 
innovations in education policies at the regional 
level, has adapted its research to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Because of the pandemic, 
RISE Programme in Indonesia’s research activities 
this	 year	 are	 different	 from	 the	 previous	 years.	
The research team has made a number of 
adjustments to their research activities by, among 
other things, conducting online surveys to collect 
teacher data and developing the online version 
of the Comprehensive Reading and Mathematics 
Assessment Tool (CERMAT) to collect student data.

The research team of RISE Programme in 
Indonesia realized that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has also resulted in school closures, which raise 
concerns about learning losses. RISE Program in 
Indonesia responded to these potential impacts 
by publishing policy briefs containing (i) guidelines 
for recovering learning losses, (ii) aspects to 
consider when schools reopen, and (iii) examples 
of teaching and learning activities that can be used 

as a reference to help students catch up with their 
study. Also, to learn about the potential impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on learning losses, RISE 
Programme in Indonesia conducted research on 
how	disruptions	to	education	administration	affect	
students’ learning results.  

Besides continuing RISE Programme in Indonesia’s 
research activities, SMERU was once again 
involved in the education quality improvement 
program conducted by INSPIRASI Foundation. 
One of the SMERU researchers was the advisor 
of the evaluation of the second Educational 
Leadership Initiative to Accomplish Achievement 
(INSPIRASI) program implementation. This 
evaluation	 consists	 of	 two	 aspects:	 (i)	 improving	
the intervention design using rapid outcome 
assessment and (ii) investigating whether the 
INSPIRASI program intervention is able to build a 
community of practice among school principals 
in the School Principals Working Group (K3S). The 
evaluation results show that the transformation 
of the K3S into a community of practice occurred 
among school principals who could work together 
to make improvements to the quality of education 
and were willing to adopt a problem-solving 
paradigm in school management activities.

SMERU also supported the Australia-Indonesia 
Partnership for Economic Development (Prospera) 
to review Indonesia’s education budget for the 
Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Indonesia. 
This review is necessary so that the education 
spending in Indonesia is in line with the primary 
objective of its education administration. The 
study conducted by SMERU and Prospera is one 
of the sources of information to achieve a more 
efficient	allocation	of	education	budget,	especially	
in	the	effort	to	improve	educational	outcomes.	n

EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 
ADAPTATION DURING 

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

MAIN ACTIVITIES
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The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in school closures 
and the enactment of remote learning. Students adapt 
accordingly by learning from home (BDR) using laptops 
or smartphones.

[Location: Jakarta, Indonesia]

Photo credit: Novita Eka Syaputri/SMERU
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Youth development is a strategic investment 
for Indonesia’s development in the medium 
and long terms. At the moment, Indonesia’s 

young generation is still facing various kinds 
of vulnerabilities that can block their way to be 
optimally active in the national development. 
One of the factors that play a role in this regard 
is the youth’s physiological and psychological 
development. Young people have a lot of curiosity 
in their journey of self-discovery and this makes 
them vulnerable to risky behavior. Furthermore, 
youth age range (16–30 years old) is considered 
a transition from childhood to independent 
adulthood. If they do not get proper support, 
their short- and long-term productivity may be 
threatened. Realizing that making an investment 
in	youth	 is	 important,	the	government	sets	efforts	
to improve youth’s quality as one of the priority 
activities in the 2020–2024 National Medium-Term 
Development Plan (RPJMN).

During 2020, SMERU provided support for the 
government by conducting situation analyses 
and providing input for the formulation of youth 
development policy. With the support of the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), SMERU assisted 
the National Development Planning Agency 
(Bappenas)	 to	 prepare	 three	 documents:	 The 
2015–2019 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
Report on Youth and Adolescent in Indonesia, the 
2019 Youth Development Index (YDI) Report, and 
the document of the National Strategy for Youth 
Entrepreneurship.

The	first	 two	documents	are	 two	complementary	
reports that identify youth development issues 
and capture to what extent youth development 
in Indonesia has been progressing. In general, 
these two reports show that there has been some 
improvement in Indonesia’s youth development. 
However, not all aspects of the youth’s lives 
have	 progressed	 significantly.	 One	 of	 the	
aspects relatively lagging behind is employment 
opportunities—this	 indicates	 the	 difficulties	 faced	
by young people in seeking a decent job or earning 
a decent livelihood. In fact, three-quarters of the 
total unemployed people in Indonesia are young 
people.

The fact that youth employment development is 
lagging behind indicates the urgency to prioritize 
efforts	 to	 deal	 with	 youth	 employment	 issues.	
Entrepreneurship development is one of the 
efforts	 Bappenas	 will	 encourage,	 considering	
the large interest among the youth to become 
entrepreneurs despite the fact that only few of 
them are able to realize it. In this regard, SMERU 
assisted Bappenas in preparing the National 
Strategy for Youth Entrepreneurship document 
that will serve as a reference for the government, 
both at the national and regional levels, to promote 
youth entrepreneurship and make the youth part 
of the solution to overcome unemployment. Even 
though	 it	 has	 not	 officially	 been	 published	 as	 a	
policy document, this document has undergone a 
public consultation.

With such accumulated knowledge, SMERU 
has been active in organizing discussions and 
conducting capacity building for ministries/
institutions and nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs) regarding youth development. SMERU 
team became the speaker in the capacity building 
activity to promote YDI adoption in the ministries’/
institutions’ analyses and planning of policies. 
SMERU was also involved in a series of discussions 
at	 the	 Ministry	 of	 Youth	 Affairs	 and	 Sports	
about youth development policies that will be 
implemented	by	the	ministry	in	the	next	five	years.	
At the regional level, SMERU came as the speaker 
at the West Java YDI evaluation meeting organized 
by	 the	 Youth	 Affairs	 and	 Sports	 Agency	 of	West	
Java Province. On that occasion, SMERU presented 
an analysis of the situation and challenges of 
youth development in West Java. SMERU was 
also invited to the strategic planning meeting of 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) Indonesia—an NGO 
that is devoted to increasing Indonesian youth’s 
capacity—to provide an overview of the situation of 
youth in Indonesia, as well as the future direction of  
government policies. n

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE-BASED 
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

MAIN ACTIVITIES



20
20

ANNUAL
REPORT 19

The youth dominate Indonesia’s unemployed population. 
The 2019 National Labor Force Survey (Sakernas) data 
noted that about three-quarters of the unemployed are 
young people.

[Location: Jakarta, Indonesia]

Photo credit: Gema Satria/SMERU
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Various national and regional reports have 
estimated the great potential of Indonesia’s 
economic growth because of digital 

technology. However, to what extent can the 
growth guarantee an increase in the quality of life 
among all levels of society so that no one is left 
behind?

In	 early	 2020,	 SMERU	 finished	 a	 study	 that	
highlights two strategic issues in building 
Indonesia’s	 inclusive	 digital	 economy:	 (i)	 digital	
equality and (ii) digital dividend. Digital equality, 
which is the opposite of digital inequality, looks 
at the supply and demand sides of the digital 
economy. Meanwhile, digital dividend explores the 
possibilities of pursuing digital transformation and 
social security.

This	 study	 offers	 an	 inclusive	 digital	 economy	
framework that applies a capability approach. The 
first	step	in	the	framework	focuses	on	the	supply	
side, which is the availability of internet networks 
and their supporting infrastructure. The only way 
to ensure that no citizen is left behind is by creating 
the discourse that the internet is a civil right for 
every citizen.

The second step is the improvement of internet 
access and its utilization through the development 
and expansion of a digital economy ecosystem. 
The digital economy ecosystem means the 
affordability	 of	 internet	 data	 package	 and	 digital	
devices. Furthermore, digital literacy needs to 
raise	 the	 issue	 of	 affirmative	 policies	 for	 groups	
that have been overlooked, such as women, the 
elderly, and people with disabilities.

The third step is the improvement of digital 
transformation that emphasizes healthy and 
innovative business competition to improve 
efficiency	and	consumer	satisfaction.	At	this	stage,	
the government no longer acts as an executor, but 
as an enabler that facilitates the development of 
digital economy and strengthens the supervisory 
agencies.	There	are	three	crucial	issues	that	affect	
digital	 transformation:	 (i)	 data	 for	 innovation,	 (ii)	
easy processes for business registration and 
licensing, and (iii) healthy business competition 
and partnership.

The last step focuses on social security for 
entrepreneurs and digital workers. Its importance 
needs to be continuously voiced through literacy, 
be it by the government, application development 
companies, or BPJS Kesehatan1 and BP Jamsostek2. 
More	 flexible	 and	 affordable	 premium	 payment	
schemes need to be formulated to suit the needs 
and priorities of the entrepreneurs and digital 
workers, who are generally informal workers. n

WHO IS DIGITAL ECONOMY FOR? 
TOWARD AN INCLUSIVE DIGITAL 

ECONOMY IN INDONESIA

MAIN ACTIVITIES

1 Health Social Security Implementing Agency.

2 Employment Social Security Implementing Agency.
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Kredit foto: Mukti Mulyana/SMERU

Disparities in Indonesia’s internet access and usage—
by region, gender, welfare level, education level, and 
business sector—remain. The internet is still considered 
as a means of communication and entertainment, and 
not yet as a means of doing business.

[Location: Jakarta, Indonesia]

Photo credit: Mukti Mulyana/SMERU
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MAIN ACTIVITIES
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MAIN ACTIVITIES
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NONRESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS 
Training 

on Poverty 
Reduction 

Analysis

Discussions on the 
National Health 
Insurance (JKN) 

Program 

SMERU collaborated with the State Administration 
Agency (LAN), Knowledge Sector Initiative (KSI), and 
Association of Indonesian Policy Analysts (AIPA) to host 
Training on Poverty Reduction Policy Analysis in Makassar 
from 11 to 13 February 2020. The participants were those 
from the state civil service (ASN) and non-ASN. The 
training session offered the basic understanding of the 
contexts, concepts, and basic techniques for the analysis 
of evidence-based poverty reduction policies.

As a follow-up to the Future Trends Forum 2019, 
SMERU and PT Novartis Indonesia hosted a dialogue 
with the stakeholders involved in the JKN program 
implementation to formulate steps for the program’s 
improvement. On 29 July 2020, SMERU collaborated 
with the Directorate-General of Budget of the Ministry of 
Finance to host a limited-attendance discussion with the 
theme “Exploring Policy Options for More Sustainable 
National Health Insurance Financing”. Furthermore, 
SMERU collaborated with the National Social Security 
Council (DJSN) to host a limited-attendance discussion 
themed “Learning in Depth the Role of Big Data in 
Optimizing the Quality of the National Health Insurance 
Program (JKN)” on 24 September 2020. Findings from 
both discussions were collected in the form of a policy 
brief, which was then shared with JKN stakeholders at 
the central government level.

Zoom Webinar, 29 July
Session I: Sustainable National  
Health Insurance Financing

Zoom Webinar, 24 September
Session II: Learning in Depth the 
Role of Big Data in Optimizing 
the Quality of the National 
Health Insurance Program (JKN)

Makassar, 11–13 February 
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Media Briefing on 
“Ensuring the ‘Health’ 
of the National Health 

Insurance”

Discussions on the National Health Insurance (JKN) Program 

SMERU hosted a media briefing on the long-, medium- 
and short-term strategic interventions to ensure the 
sustainability of the implementation of the JKN program. 
With the event, SMERU aimed at encouraging public 
discussions on issues related to JKN financing and the 
utilization of big data in the program, as well as policy 
options to ensure the sustainability of JKN. 

Zoom Webinar, 20 October

Zoom Webinar, 29 July & 
24 September
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MAIN ACTIVITIES

SMERU ON THE INTERNET 
Throughout 2020, SMERU managed to strengthen its presence on the internet, including 

on social media. To achieve this, SMERU adopted two communication strategies. The first 
one was using plain language to deliver its research findings. The strategy has been proven 

effective in reaching a wider spectrum of audiences—not limited to the academia. The second 
strategy was actively participating in discussions on social media about current issues, such the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, and at the same time, presenting SMERU’s research findings 
relevant to the issues. The two strategies helped the public know more about and become more 
interested in the studies that SMERU had conducted. 
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STAFF PROFILE
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The SMERU Research Institute staff via Zoom
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THE SMERU FOUNDATION
Statements of Activities and Changes in Net Assets as of 31 December 2020 dan 2019
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THE SMERU FOUNDATION
Statement of Cash Flows as of 31 December 2020 dan 2019

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2019 & 2020
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THE SMERU FOUNDATION
Statements of Financial Position as of 31 December 2020 dan 2019
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THE SONGKET PATTERN OF PANDAI SIKEK
Originating from Pandai Sikek, West Sumatra, the Pandai Sikek Songket is a fabric hand-
woven in silk or cutton, and patterned with gold or silver threads. The patterns are divided into 
two, namely cukie (filler pattern) and sungayang (overall pattern). The Pandai Sikek Songket 
has three mandatory motifs, namely the areca-nut palm, spinach seed, and plaited palm stick 
motifs. The fabric is divided into two types, namely fabric with clear motifs and fabric with 
clear base colors. The base colors are black, red, and yellow. All three represent adat leaders, 
scholars, and ulama.

EDITORIAL BOARD
  Widjajanti Isdijoso
  Hesti Marsono
  Athia Yumna
  Heni Kurniasih
  Liza Hadiz
  Ratri Indah Septiana

EDITORIAL TEAM
Data Collectors
  Bambang Cahyono Hadi
  Budhi Adrianto
  Mirna Wildani
  Mukti Mulyana [departed in 2021]

  Rini Kusnadi

Editors & Translators
  Budhi Adrianto
  Dhania Putri Sarahtika
  Gunardi Handoko 
  Wiwin Purbaningrum

Graphic Designer
  Novita Maizir

Distribution Officer
  Hariyanti Sadaly

Cover Photo
  Fatin Nuha Astini
  [Mural location: Cililitan, Jakarta TImur]
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